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whatever they find rare in [their travels]. It is most
advisable for your majesty to order the wasUr to be
imprisoned, if he is as guilty [as you suppose]; for
loazirs are the intelligencers of kings, and such con-
duct as this appears unhandsome in the latter, that in
a case, the truth and falsehood of which is as yet un-
ascertained, to order them to be put to death, and
that the services and fidelity of a whole life should be
forgotten.

" Mighty sire, former kings have erected prisons for
this very reason, that when the kings or chiefs may
be in wrath towards any one, then they might confine
him. In a few days their anger will have entirely
subsided, and [the suspected one's] innocence will be-
come manifest, and the king will be exempt from the
stain of shedding innocent blood, and not have to
answer for it on the day of judgment." Though I
wished ever so much to refute him, yet the ambassador
of the Franks1 gave such just replies, that he reduced
me to silence. Then I said, well, I agree to what you
say, and I pardon him his life. But he shall remain
imprisoned; if in the space of a year his words are
proved to be true, that such rubies are round the neck
of a dog, then he shall be released; otherwise, he
shall be put to death with many torments. I accord-
ingly ordered the wazir to be carried to prison. On
hearing this order, the ambassador made me his
humble obeisance,2 and performed his parting salute.

1  The term Farang, yulgarly Frank, was formerly applied to Christian
Europe in g<3neral, with the exclusion of Russia.

2  Literally, "kissed the ground of obeisance," a Persian phrase, expres*
sive of profound respect.